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aspect; and for the study of oratory, both sacred and
profane, the girls need a training in the elements of logic.
They learn to recognise a correct argument, to criticise a
syllogism, to draw up a clear demonstration. In this con-
nection they study the technique of literature, figures of
speech, and different kinds of styles.1
We find a Latin psalter and later a Latin grammar set
down in the list of textbooks for all the upper classes.
Mother Barat's practice, in early days, appears to have been
to single out more specially gifted children for private
lessons in this subject.    As time went on a double ten-
dency showed itself in the evolution of the curriculum.   On
the one hand, it seemed natural for the thorough grounding
in French to pass on into an even more complete study of
Latin; on the other hand, it merged equally well into a
wide and cultural survey of literature, backed by the ele-
ments of philosophy which are the complement of such
study.   These two tendencies sometimes existed side by
side, sometimes preponderated one over the other.   When
we remember the comprehensive training given in needle-
work and domestic subjects, we shall realise that already in
the first years the syllabus is very full, and that the mistresses
will find some difficulty in fitting it into the short hours
of class.
Even now, they have probably been warned not to
prolong unduly the time of recitation, which will be fol-
lowed by the teaching of new matter. Faire la classe
consisted of a clear methodical exposition, accompanied
by illustrations, charts, maps, or diagrams done on a
blackboard when there is one; if not, as with Mother de
CharbonnePs geometry, upon the floor of the room. The
exposition will be short, especially for the younger classes,
1 Compare Part I, Chap. HE, Roffin's Treatise on " Rhetoric."